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Rogue River Valley students lend Habitat for Humanity
a hand, build Willow Lake campground yurts

By Dack O'Connor This program invalved students from various  letters of recommendation. Twenty students
high schoals in the Rogue River Valley who had — applied but only six were selected.
B Thanks to a grant written by Rogue an interest in construction. To gain entry into The students selected were: Thomas Beech,

o Community College to the US. Department of the program students had to complete an appli- — David Dunham, Kelly Schultz, Justin Shirley,
Labar, under the guidance of Ralph Hendersan, cation and an interview with Batzer Inc. Tyler Trujillo and Tanner Bean.
chair of the Construction Technolagy Students had to prepare for the interview just Additional support for the program also came
Department, both Rogue Community College as though they would be applying for a job after  from the Gordon Elwood and Carpenter

. and the Oregen Building Congress began last completing school. In addition to the applica- Foundations as well as the Oregon Community
year planning for a 2009 Summer Construction  tion, they had to write a letter as 1o why they {3rant Foundation. Funds from these founda-
Academy for students in Southern Oregaon, wanted to work construction and had to submit  tions were used to pay students for the eight-

Students interested in the program had to complete an application and
interview with Batzer Inc., write a letter as to why they wanted to work
in construction, and submit letters of recommendation. Those selected

were Thomas Beech, David Dunham, Kelly Schultz, Justin Shirley, Tyler
Trujillo and Tanner Bean.
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Students learned basic construction skills and about safety on a construction site. Tiff Smith, the
safety consultant for the Associated General Contractors in southern Oregon, instrocted the
students their first day on the job.

week program as well as provide some maleri-
als for the preject. Chris Mathas, & local con

- 17 £
tractor, provided important superyisory servic- A e 3 I;???;%n ”..E_.-
es to the project as well as assisting in the :
parmits reguired by Jackson County and the i saaside
purchase of the yurts fram Pacific Yurts, & : getaways to
Pacific Yurts was kind enough 1o provide the i e, TROUNtEIN
yurts at a discounted price, .. rﬂc;nr;if_:::'lr&

The students warked on two major projects, ; [ "g6es vhere you
one & Habitat for Humanity House and the . 4 ; et to e,

.

othar, the construction of two yarts at Willow

L1} e

Lake campgrounds, just cutside Butte Falls, day f
They worked nnder the guidanca of an experi- 1.800.944.024
anced construction professional, Witch Tucker, WYL TS CoMm !
who is a graduate of the RCC Construction
Teckrology program and & former site superin-
tendant for 5 & B James.

Students lezrned basic construction skills
and ahout safety on a construction site. Tiff
Smith, the safety consuftant for the Azsociated

BATZER INC.
(541) 773-7553

Genersl Contractors in southern Oregor,

ey A e thar first dav { ifi
nstructes the students theer first day on the Ne One Knows Yurts pPacific 50
|nb. This iz common practice for all OBC pro- Like Pacific Yurts™ RS S g 2l
L & Mo v Manerne-
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emphasized. As a result, OBC programs havea  support a second year of the program so stu-

great safety record. dents in sputhern Oregon wanting to work in
In August, students celebrated the comple- the 2000 Summer Construction Acaderny should
tion of both yurts with a picnic where the stu- check the OBC Web site, www.oboweb.com, in

dents, parents and representatives of the foun-  March for an application form and for details
dations gathered to congratulate the students an next year's project.

for 3 job well donel Dick *Connor is executive director of the
The grant from the Department of Labor will  Oregon Building Congress.

Willow Lake campground boasts two new
yurts, thanks to the construction efforis of
Rogue River Valley students,
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